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The family of Thomas “Tom” Ron
Thomas sadly announces his passing
on February 26, 2022 after a traumatic
bicycle accident. Tom is survived by
his wife of 47 years, Ann; daughters:
Katie, husband Mike Vernoy; Elizabeth,
husband Guillermo Peralta, their
children Skyler and Lluvia; Maggie,
husband Ryan Murphy, their children

Alia and Kira; sisters Patricia McMorrow and Tina Miranda,
as well as many nieces and nephews. He was preceded
in death by his parents, Shirley and Ron Thomas, and his
brother Dave.
The youngest of four children, he was born in Los Angeles

and grew up in Culver City. A star athlete for the Culver City
High School football team, he graduated in 1971 then went to
West LA City College. He was recruited by Tom Osborne to
play center for the University of Nebraska Cornhuskers where
he completed his BA in Business Administration and met his
wife, Ann.
Ann and Tom have been inseparable since marrying in

1974 and have kept their family close, celebrating so many
special occasions together. Upland residents for nearly 40
years, they have hosted many fundraisers and events for
organizations they supported. Tom was an avid cyclist and
gardener, creating bonsais, growing fruit and vegetables and
recently finishing his dream outdoor kitchen.
Tom started at Insurance Incorporated in 1983 as a

Commercial Producer, worked his way up to President and
helped lead the company from a single office in the City of
Industry to 7 offices throughout California.
As an Upland City Council Member (1990 – 2010) and

Planning Commissioner (1987 – 1990), Tom was instrumental
in getting bike lanes throughout the city, building a skate
park, developing the Gibson Senior Center and Estes Senior
Apartments, and saving the Carnegie Library. He was a
Tour de Foothills annual bicycle event co-founder, Upland
Community Foundation president, Foothill Family Shelter
treasurer, and member of Upland Sister City Association,
Upland Police Foundation, Friends of the Upland Library, and
Cooper Museum.
Tom was also very involved in many water boards and

initiatives. He was president of San Antonio Water Company
(for the past 20 years), West End Consolidated Water
Company, Six Basins Watermaster, and Pomona Valley
Protective Association. He was a board member for Chino
Basin Watermaster, Regional Wastewater Policy Committee,
and Agua De Lejos Water Facilities Authority.
Tom was highly trusted and regarded in the community

due to his dedication, extensive knowledge, ability to develop
consensus, mentorship, and leadership. He was a gentle man
with a loving and giving nature whose greatest joy in life was
his children and grandchildren. He will be missed by so many.
In lieu of flowers please donate blood to keep trauma

centers open or to one of Tom’s favorite charities:
California Botanic Garden
Foothill Family Shelter
Friends of Upland Animal Shelter
Inland Valley Repertory Theatre
Ophelia’s Jump Theatre
The Samaritan Counseling Center

A Celebration of Life will be held on April 23rd at the
Thomas home from 1-4pm.

TOMTHOMAS
6.13.53 - 2.26.22

Stone Funeral Home
355 E 9th St, Upland, CA 91786
(909) 982-1369

On Tuesday, March 1, 2022, John
Jefferies Burri, of Alta Loma, CA,
passed away peacefully at the age of
86, with his 5 children by his side.
John was born November 19, 1935,

in St. Joseph, Missouri to Jeffries R. Burri and Mary Burri
(Pawlowski). John graduated from Christian Brothers Catholic
High School, then enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1954, and
was honorably discharged in 1956, with the rank of sergeant.
He earned degrees in engineering and mathematics at
Pasadena City and St. Joseph City Colleges. Upon his city
college education, he met, courted, and married his beloved
wife Joan (Durocher) in Holyoke, Mass. They then moved
out West to start their life together landing in California, their
joyous marriage of 53 years was blessed with 5 children and
ended only with Joan’s passing a few years ago.He continued
his studies at CSLA, and during his senior year he had
accepted a job offer at Western Air to begin his career as a
Mechanical Engineer. After 20 years, he ventured out to start
Pacific Air Systems and after 7 successful years he merged
with Air Mechanical, where he remained until his retirement.
John was preceded in death by his parents, wife Joan, and

sisters Connie and Helen. He is survived by sisters Patty and
Jane, and brother Jeff. He was a loving father to daughters
Robin (Boyett) and Sandy (Clark) and sons Chris, John, and
Brady. John’s life was further enriched by the successive
addition of 5 grandchildren and 7 great-grandchildren, and all
are mourning his passing.
In addition to his love of family, he was a devout Catholic,

taking great pride in becoming a eucharist minister, his
faith deeply influenced his everyday life and was involved
numerous charities to further the Faith. Besides his love of
dancing, John was also passionate about the game of golf,
from his youth as a caddy, playing with his fellowMarine Corps
golf group, to the days of the “Raiders” golf group at Corona
National, to the “Burri” group at Sierra La Verne. John’s most
prestigious achievement was winning the 2001 SCGA Super
Senior Amateur Championship, not to be outdone by the nine
holes-in-one during his lifetime. He was a “scratch” player,
a teacher and always a reliable partner, but most of all, a
tremendous mentor to everyone who knew him, not only for
the game of golf, but in every aspect of life.
John’s personal warmth, his sense of humor and his

kindness to all gave him many lifelong friends. We will all
cherish the times we had with him and know that he’s looking
down on us and saying “hit ‘em straight partner!!” Semper Fi!!
Funeral services to be held on March 30th at St. Peter

& St. Paul Catholic Church, 9135 Banyan St., Alta Loma at
11:00am; Rosary starting at 10:00am. Burial/Military honor
details at Bellevue Memorial Park in Ontario. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to: Marine Corps League, P.O. Box
415, Rancho Cucamonga, CA. 91729.

JOHN J. BURRI

Shawn Frederick Prescott a longtime
Riverside resident passed away due to
COVID-19 complications on November
17, 2021 at Ascension Saint Thomas
West Hospital near his residence in
Nashville, Tennessee. In the days
leading up to his passing his wife Monica
and son Austin were at his bedside.

Services will be held Monday, March 28th at St. Catherine
of Alexandria Catholic Church in Riverside at 10am.We would
like to invite those who knew Shawn and called him a friend to
come pay their respects and say goodbye.

SHAWN PRESCOTT
11/18/1945 - 11/17/2021

Age 89, passed away peacefully
at home early Sunday, morning on
February 27, 2022, with the love of her
family surrounding her.
Phyllis was born in San Jacinto, CA

on August 23, 1932, grew up in Colton,
CA and lived with her daughter Ruth in
Highland, CA when she passed. She

was the eldest of 17 children.
“Phil” loved to crochet, family dinners, watching TV and

plants. She had a green thumb and could grow just about
anything or save any plant that was brought home. Tia Phil
always had a camera in hand. She was known for her kind
and thoughtful nature. She liked going places, didn’t matter
where, she loved to go for a ride. She liked to visit the open
wilderness as long as she knew she didn’t have to stay and
liked postcards from places her kids traveled.
She retired from Welch’s Laundry in 1991. Her and

her mother were Senior Companions. She joined Senior
Companion program in August 1992 because she wanted
to “help people” like her mom did. The two were the only
mother-and-daughter duo in any Senior Companion Program
throughout the state.
She had undeniable faith in and credits her long life to

Jehovah.
The matriarch of a five generation family, Phyllis is

survived by her 5 wonderful children, Raymond Felix (Hilja),
Robert Resvaloso, Ruth Garcia, Rosemary Grubaugh and
Rebecca Davis (Floyd). Adored by her grandchildren James
Resvaloso, Valerie Resendez (Avilez), Arthur Avilez, David
Grubaugh, Matthew Felix, Amanda Resvaloso and Spencer
Felix. A proud great grandmother to Antony Flory Jr., Arthur
Avilez III, Robyn Resvaloso, Max Resvaloso and Mikayla
Grubaugh. Great great grandmother to Daniel Flory and
Arthur Flory. Siblings Irene Hernandez, Carmelita Tucker,
Martin Rodriguez, Cathy Tabera, William Ramirez, Andrea
Ordaz, Victoria Soto, Eliseo Villarreal, Rito Villarreal and Larry
Villarreal and Tia Phil to several nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her mother Ramona Juarez

Villarreal, brothers Daniel Rodriguez and Cipriano Rodriguez,
sisters Loretta Guillen, Stella Cortez and Ruth Ann Limon.
Phyllis instilled good values in her children, was steadfast

in her love for her family, will be inextricably missed and will
always be loved.
A Viewing will be held Friday, April 8, 2022 from 5 to 8

p.m. at Montecito Memorial Park, 3520 E.Washington Street,
Colton, CA 92324.
Online condolences may be expressed at www.

montecitomemorialparkandmortuary.com

PHYLLIS JUAREZ
RODRIGUEZ

Donna Joan James, born Donna
Joan Scheffler passed away in her
home on February 1, 2022.
She was born and raised in Hancock,

Iowa on January 8,1938.
She had 2 brothers and 1 sister. In

her early years she loved basketball
and played for her local highschool.
She later became an avid Lakers fan.
She excelled in math and enjoyed her

Sudoku games all the way to her last days. She married Bob
James on December 17, 1959 and they moved to Montclair in
1962 with their two sons, Scott and Jeff. There she worked as
a collections agent, until they opened Montclair Automotive a
few years later.
She was very involved in Little League, Pop Warner

Football, RV camping, and time at their second home in
Bullhead City, Nevada with her family. She loved boating and
gaming at the Casinos.
She went on to become a pillar of the Montclair community

and was Commissioner of the City Council and a member
of Soroptomist International when she joined at the age of
39. She went on to become the Governor of the Goldenwest
region, and loved her many many years of service.
Donna was also a dedicated member of Prince of Peace

Lutheran Church in Ontario, and served as a lector there. She
loved her parish family and awoke at 5 am every morning to
spend time with God and her to read in her devotionals.
She was preceded in death by her son Scott in 1986 and

her husband Bob in 2010. She is survived by her son Jeff
(daughter-in-law Loretta); grandchildren: Michael, Brittany,
Jesse (Brittany) Scotty (Jamie) and Harmonie; great
grandchildren: Halie, Cloey, Sophie, Marilyn, Maddix, Porter,
Logan and baby Jessie; her brother Bobby (Kathy), nephews
Brad and Brian; nieces Cindy and Danielle.
Services will be held at Draper Mortuary on Tuesday,

March 29 at 1:30pm in the chapel. To view more details go to
Drapermortuary.com

DONNA JOAN JAMES

Frances “Fran” Rowlands passed
away peacefully at her home in Ontario,
CA on January 30, 2022. Born Frances
Ruth Smythe July 2, 1928 in Riverside,
CA her family moved to Ontario where
she attended local schools before
graduating from Chaffey High School.
July 1946 she married Francis Sonny
Rowlands and made Ontario their

lifelong home. She enjoyed traveling and hosting their annual
4th of July barbeque and spending time with family and
friends. In her later years she enjoyed reading and her weekly
lunches with her close friends and watching sports, especially
her Raiders. Fran worked for the family business Glenn B.
Dorning, Inc. for many years. She was a member of the First
United Methodist Church of Ontario and a Lady Elk at the
Ontario ELks Lodge 1419.
Fran was preceded in death by her husband of 70 years

Sonny Rowlands and is survived by her children Glenn
Rowlands and Teri Ludwig; grandsons Glenn Rowlands,
Nicholas Ludwig and Randy Ludwig; great grandchildren
Zacc Rowlands and Abigale Rowlands; sisters-in-law JoAnn
Toothaker and Sandi Rowlands, nieces, nephews; cousins;
her very special close friends and Tina her loyal spoiled cat.
In lieu of flowers donations may be made to the Ontario

Elks Lodge #1419 or the Ontario First Methodist Church.
Service will be held on March 31, 1pm at Drapers

Mortuary, 811 N. Mountain Ave., Ontario, CA 91762, followed
by a reception at the Ontario Elks Lodge, 1150 W. 4th Street,
Ontario. CA 91764.

FRANCES ROWLANDS
July 2,1928 - January 30, 2022

Joseph Garabito, life-long resident
of Riverside, CA, died unexpectedly on
February 16, 2022.
Joseph is survived by his parents:

Rodolfo and Norie Garabito; his children
Joseph and Gabriel Garabito and five
grandchildren. Also survived by his
siblings, Becky and Rudy Jr., eight
nephews and nieces and eighteen great

nephews and nieces. He will be enormously missed.
Services scheduled for March 21, 2022, at Acheson and

Graham Garden of Prayer Mortuary (Viewing 8-9:00 a.m.,
Rosary 9-10:00 a.m., Memorial Service 10:00 a.m.-12:00
p.m.). Burial to follow at Olivewood Cemetery at 1:00 p.m.
Online memorial available at www.dignitymemorial.com

JOSEPH GARABITO
June 16, 1967 - February 16, 2022

Bernice Garcia Lopez, age 83, was
born on June 22, 1938 and passed on
February 28, 2022, in San Bernardino,
CA. She was the daughter of Aureliano
and Flavia Garcia, and sister to:
Evangelina, Rita, Soledad, Richard and
David. ln July 1959, Bernice married

Eddie Baltierra Lopez; and prior to his passing, celebrated
40 years of marriage. Bernice was the mother and matriarch
to: Anna (Gilbert), Lucinda (Ron), Eddie (Teashia), Albert,
Lujuanna, 6 grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren and 3 great-
great grandchildren.
In a life well lived, Bernice raised her family, worked 25

years in the education field, volunteered at Special Olympics,
supported the San Bernardino City Animal Shelter, and was
an avid sports enthusiast and participant. She not only
played softball, but also supported her children, grandchildren
and youth sports. Bernice passed on her love of yarn art,
through the gifts she created for others and by patiently
teaching family, friends and neighbors how to crochet and knit
their own creations. A 1956 Colton High School graduate,
Bernice maintained lifelong friendships with her ‘’56’er Club”
classmates. She nurtured bonds with family, compadres,
extended family and co-workers; keeping in touch via visits,
telephone calls, and with cards to commemorate special
events. Bernice’s legacy will continue to thrive through those
she loved.
Services will be held at Mt. View Mortuary and Cemetery,

570 East Highland Avenue, San Bernardino, CA 92404:
Visitation: March 28, 2022, 4:30-8:00 pm
Services: March 29, 2022, 10:30 am-12:00 pm
Graveside Service: March 29, 2022, 12:15-1:15 pm
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Bernice’s

name to the American Cancer Society by calling 1 (800) 227-
2345; or, at cancer.org. Or, donate via check to: “Colton High
School Scholarship Fund”; and mailed to, Colton High School
Business Office, Attn: Ms. Ruiz, Scholarship Program, 777
West Valley Blvd, Colton, CA 92324

BERNICE GARCIA
LOPEZ

06/22/1938 - 02/28/2022

Jim, aka Grandad, blessed this
earth with his life for 99 years. He was
cherished and loved by all who knew
him.
He was born in Everton, MO and

moved with his family to Pomona, CA
on January 2, 1937. He lived most
of his life in Pomona before moving
to Rancho Cucamonga in 1995. Jim

graduated from Pomona High School in 1941. He joined the
Navy in 1944 and was an aviation mechanic while stationed in
Norfolk, Virginia. He was a truck driver for over 30 years and
retired fromYellow Freight in 1983.
In 1942 he married his beloved wife Wilma. They were

blessed with 72 years of marriage and had 5 children, Jim Jr,
Tom, Tim, Patty (Stein) and Nancy (Mora). He was a loving
Grandad to 13 grandchildren and 25 great grandchildren. He
was devoted to his family and we were always so proud to
call him our Dad, Grandad, or Uncle. Jim and Wilma started
camping in the High Sierras in 1947 and started a family
tradition that has continued to this day.
He was a hard worker who could fix or repair anything and

would always be there to lend a helping hand. He was known
for the kindness he showed to everyone, his exceptional
memory that he kept till the end, and for having the best life
stories which he always loved to share!
He was predeceased by his wife Wilma, son Jim Jr,

granddaughter Brittanee, parents Odie and Zella, and sisters
Edith and Ruby. The family will be hosting a celebration of his
remarkable life on March 26.

JAMES DELK
3/25/1922 - 1/16/2022

Mark D. Smith passed away after a
six-month battle with cancer. He was
just short of his 67th birthday.
Mark was born in Redlands,

California. Growing up he excelled in
athletics playing baseball in high school
and while attending San Bernardino
Valley College. He played football for
NM Highlands University, and received

his Undergraduate Degree in Political Science, History and
Physical Education in 1981. He returned to Highlands for his
Master’s Degree in General Special Education in 1986. After
30 years as a classroom teacher and adaptive PE coach at
Grant Middle School, he retired from Albuquerque Public
Schools.
An avid motorcyclist from the age of eight, Mark was an

MSF Certified Rider Coach. For over 30 years he instructed
New Mexicans in the sport of motorcycling safely through
the New Mexico Motorcycle Safety Program and the Harley
Davidson “Academy of Motorcycling.” He enjoyed tinkering
with motorcycles and spent much of his spare time helping
fellow motorcyclists solve “bike” problems.
Mark met Elissa, the love of his life, on a blind date, and

the two became soul mates and have been inseparable
since. They led a simple life caring for others, and enjoying
the company of their many rescued dogs and cats. He never
missed a chance to lend a hand or offer up support. He was a
strong and compassionate man, and a great mentor, who will
be missed by many.
Mark is survived by his wife and their 4-legged furry kids,

an uncle, several cousins and many friends.

MARK D. SMITH
1955 - 2022

Laurent Denzoin was born February
13, 1943 in Irissarry, France. He was the
youngest of 10 children. Laurent died
peacefully at home in Chino, California
on February 5, 2022. He migrated to
Chino in 1964.
He worked as a milker for a local dairy

for several years and then as a driver for
O.H. Kruse Grain & Milling in Ontario for

over 30 years all while having his own landscaping business.
He enjoyed spending time with his family and driving around
the dairies visiting all his Basque friends.
Laurent was survived by his wife of 56 years,Marie Denzoin;

two sons, Jean and Gracien Denzoin of Tulare, CA; two
daughters, Cathy Denzoin of Chino, CA and Laurie McKinney
of Roseville, CA. He is also survived by 7 grandchildren and
3 great-grandchildren.
Funeral Services will be held at St. Margaret Mary Catholic

Church in Chino on March 30, 2022 at 11:00 AM. Burial will
be private.

LAURENT DENZOIN
February 13, 1943 - February 5, 2022

Draper Mortuary in Ontario, CA is handling arrangements.

1240 W. G Street, Ontario, CA 91762
(909) 986-1201
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